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Dear Friends,

To say that the year 2015 challenged our 
Society would be an understatement. 
New opportunities arose and what 
seemed, at times, like insurmountable 
difficulties loomed  large. I believe we 
emerged as a wiser and stronger Society. 
Opportunity knocked with an offer from 
Indiana University that provided AFS 
with two new, funded staff positions 
and better employment benefits, so 
during the summer of 2015 the Society, 
Executive Director Tim Lloyd, and 
Associate Director Lorraine Walsh Cashman moved to Bloomington. Alas, our Administrative and Editorial 
Associate, Rob Vanscoyoc, who had been with the Society since 2011, opted to stay in Columbus. In 
August, AFS hired Paulina Guerrero to serve as membership director and Shannon Larson stepped into the 
role of AFS graduate assistant. We welcome Paulina and Shannon to the AFS family. We owe a special word 
of gratitude to The Ohio State University and the folklore community in Columbus, who, for many years, 
have supported and offered a home to the American Folklore Society. We will miss our close association 
with the Center for Folklore Studies at OSU.

Aside from the westward move of the AFS office and staff, the labor dispute that affected our 2015 annual 
meeting in Long Beach, California, posed the greatest challenge to our Society. Thanks to Tim Lloyd for 
always keeping a cool head and for urging us to be transparent in our decision-making and actions related 
to this dispute. Tim and Lorraine worked indefatigably to explore every permutation of a solution to our 
situation and the Board voted to take measures that would help us avoid ever being caught in such an 
intractable and unfortunate position again. I imagine that the dialogue begun this past year on how we 
choose sites for our annual meeting will continue for some time ahead. Another transition came with 
the completion of the move of the editorship of the Journal of American Folklore from the University of 
Wisconsin to Western Kentucky University. Thanks go to my WKU colleagues, especially Dr. Ann Ferrell, for 
being willing to take on this task. The former editors at Wisconsin and the staff of the University of Illinois 
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did much to ease this transition, and the Wisconsin folks passed on a large amount of materials already 
under review or in some stage of the editing process. WKU’s first JAF issue will be published in January 
2016. AFS members continue to support our Society, as is evidenced in the growth of our Endowment 
Fund to $2,000,000. Ten percent of this money is in present-day gifts and another 90% are future pledges. 
In 2016, we will move on to the public phase of this campaign. We thank all who have chosen to support 
the Society in this manner, as well as those who have contributed to the Sustainers’ Fund.

Since 2007, AFS has worked with the China Folklore Society and institutions in China and the U.S. to 
develop new relationships and collaborations. In 2013, the Luce Foundation awarded its second grant to 
AFS to support a new phase of exchange focusing on ethnographic museum practice in both countries. 
In April 2015, the sixth bilingual conference on folklore and ICH was hosted by the Guizhou Nationalities 
Museum in Guiyang, China. The Ford Foundation has also generously supported our exchanges with the 
China Folklore Society. In August, a team of six AFS members (including myself) traveled to northeastern 
Inner Mongolia to observe a sacred mountain ritual. Currently, we are in the process of planning for a 
series of field schools as the next stage of our collaborations in China. More than 50 AFS members (most 
non-China specialists) have participated in our China initiatives. For me (and I suspect for most of us) the 
opportunity to visit China and make new colleagues and friends has been life changing.

AFS received no new Folklore and Public Policy Working Group proposals in 2015. However, the work 
of the former groups continues to have an impact. The Museum Policy group has now established an 
official section of AFS that had its first meeting at the AFS meeting in Long Beach. The projects of the 
Historic Preservation group continue also to make a difference, especially in the dialogues concerning 
how the government designates “traditional groups” and places. I am proud to say that one of ten 
Historic Preservation Fund grants awarded nationally went to support an intensive survey of New York 
City’s casitas, a result, in part, of the working group’s traditional cultural places project. All of the working 
groups have brought attention to the many realms of applied work in which folklorists engage. 

As a final parting thought as I turn over the reins to our new president, Kay Turner, I would like to note that 
the American Folklore Society is many things to many different people. For some, it operates primarily to 
serve as a scholarly society and, for others, its primary purpose is as a professional organization. For yet 
another group, AFS is potentially an agent of social change. Although fissures may appear, they need not 
tear us apart, especially if we accept that AFS cannot and should not be exclusively any one of the above. 
Our diversity of purpose is our strength. While we cannot always be all things to all people, let us embrace 
our differences and work to keep AFS strong.

Michael Ann Williams  
Western Kentucky University
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These figures reflect the financial 
activities of the American Folklore 

Society during the 2015 fiscal 
year (FY 2015), which ran from 

September 1, 2014, to 
August 31, 2015. 

Expense figures allocate the cost of 
staff time as it was spent on each 

activity instead of counting all staff 
time as administration.

Administration

Projects

Annual Meeting *

Publications

Sections

Revenue  $133,850
 Membership dues 74,108
 Investments -8,856
 Gifts and contributions 59,599
 Other 8,999
Expenses  183,430
Administration net income  -$49,580

Revenue  $380,415
Expenses  241,612
Projects net income  $138,803

Revenue  $103,891
Expenses  129,445
Annual meeting net income  -$25,554

Revenue  $110,808
Expenses  48,859
Publications net income  $61,949

Revenue  $22,811
Expenses  27,154
Sections net income  -$4,343

Total revenue  $751,775
Total expenses  630,500
FY 2015 net income  $121,275**
Less grant revenue for FY 2016 projects  -120,000
FY 2015 final net income  $1,275 

*  The 2014 annual meeting in 
Santa Fe, NM, which took place 

in FY 2015.

**  The net income shown for FY 2015 
consists almost entirely of $120,000 

in grant funds received during the 
year that will be spent on AFS special 

project activities during FY 2016.
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Revenue Expenses

Projects
Projects

Publications
Administration

Dues

Annual Meeting

Gifts

Sections Sections

Annual Meeting

Publications

Revenue and expenses 
as percents of total

38%

29%

21%

4%

8%

41%

18%

12%

9%

4%

16%



China-US Folklore and 
Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Project
The second phase of the China-US folklore 
studies initiative continued its work in 2015 with 
a conference on China and US ethnographic 
museum policy and practice at the Guizhou 
Museum of Nationalities in southwest China. 
In addition, this project produced a pair of 
international professional development 
exchanges for younger and mid-career 
ethnographic museum professionals from China 
and the US. Since this program began in 2007, 
more than 90 US folklorists from throughout 

our field (only a handful of whom are China 
specialists), and a comparable number of 
folklorists from China, have taken part in our 
activities. 

Work on the development of new resources and 
programs for folklore scholarship and fieldwork 
also continued. This phase of the China-US 
folklore studies initiative was funded by the 
Henry Luce Foundation and other donors in 
China and the US.

In 2015, supported by the Ford Foundation, the 
AFS, the China Folklore Society, the Institute 
for Chinese Intangible Cultural Heritage at 
Sun Yat-Sen University, and Inner Mongolia 
Normal University began work to plan a China-
US summer folklore institute for early-career 
scholars and public folklorists from both 
countries, set to debut in 2017.

Chinese, Mongolian, and US participants in a China Folklore Society-Inner Mongolia Normal University symposium on 
folk culture in rural Inner Mongolia, New Barag Right Banner, Nei Menggu Province, August 2015.  

Photo courtesy of Inner Mongolia Normal University.

In addition to its publications, annual meeting, prizes and awards, and interest-group activities, the AFS carries out a number of 
special projects as a way of serving and investing in the field: to increase public understanding of folklore studies, to support the 
work of Society members and their home organizations, and to build partnerships with other organizations.

Projects
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National Folklore  
Archives Initiative 
In 2015, AFS received a two-year grant from 
the National Endowment for the Humanities 
to support the second phase of this initiative, 
which documents the holdings of folklore 
archives in academic, public, and governmental 
organizations across the country and makes 
detailed metadata about these collections 
openly available online. The project is directed 
by Vermont Folklife Center co-director and 
archivist Andy Kolovos, Steve Green of the 
Western Folklife Center, and Tim Lloyd of AFS. 
The database of information about these 
collections, which AFS manages in partnership 
with the Indiana University Bloomington Library, 
is available at folklorecollections.org.

Veterans History Project
Under contract to the Veterans History Project 
of the American Folklife Center at the Library 
of Congress, the AFS and the Oral History 
Association co-manage a national program 
that provides leaders from the fields of folklore 
studies and oral history for community-based 
workshops in which attendees learn about 
collecting personal experience narratives and 
oral histories from military veterans. 2015 
marked the 14th year of AFS’s involvement in 
the project. Since 2001, more than 9,000 people 
have taken part in almost 400 workshops in 42 
of the 50 states (and in the District of Columbia). 
These workshops have taken place in libraries, 
museums, Veterans Administration facilities, 
fraternal and sororal organizations, middle 
and high schools, colleges and universities, 
and a variety of community and social service 
organization offices. 

Consultancy and 
Professional Development 
Program
Funded by the National Endowment for the Arts, 
the Consultancy and Professional Development 
Program began its seventh year in 2015. The 
program supports capacity-building activities for 
public folklore organizations and professional 
development opportunities for individual public 
folklorists, all of which lead to best-practice and 
case-study reports. All of the reports submitted 
since 2009 are available online.

Lyndon Bilal interviews Nazim Abdul-Kariem, WWII 
veteran, for the Veterans History Project’s “Do Your Part, 

DC” campaign. Photo courtesy of the Veteran’s History 
Project (Photographer Andrew Huber).
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The Society held its 126th annual meeting, on the theme “Ecologies, 
Encounters, and Enactments,” at the Westin Hotel in Long Beach, 
California on October 14-17, 2015. The Westin Long Beach was the 
site of a labor dispute that developed in the six months prior to the 
meeting. Though losses were felt in programming and attendance 
in consequence, the meeting proceeded essentially as planned: no 
financial penalties were incurred, revenue and attendance were 
within the norm, and feedback from those who attended was 
favorable. An agreement between AFS and the UNITE HERE! union led to union participation in an annual 
meeting session. See more in the Cultural Diversity Committee report, beginning on p. 13. See News and 
Announcements Concerning UNITE HERE! and the Westin Long Beach for a summary and chronology. 

Annual Meeting
Attendees: 541
Presenters: 456
Students: 26% 

International: 12%

John Szwed’s Francis Lee Utley Memorial Lecture, “Whatever 
Happened to Folk Songs?,” sponsored by the Fellows of the 
American Folklore Society, was presented on October 16, 2015. 
Click here to view.

Michael Ann Williams’s Presidential Address, “After the 
Revolution: Folklore, History, and the Future of Our Discipline,” 

was presented on October 17, 2015. Click here to view.

The complete program book, including the schedule and abstracts, can be found with all the other posted 
meeting information on the 2015 Annual Meeting webpage.

The American Folklore Society and Indiana University’s Collaborative Technologies office partnered to 
broadcast the two plenary addresses from the Society’s 2015 annual meeting live online. The lectures 
were available for live viewing, and the archived tape can be watched at the links below:

http://www.afsnet.org/?AM15WestinNews
http://www.afsnet.org/?AM15WestinNews
http://www.indiana.edu/~video/stream/launchflash.html?folder=video&filename=20151016_afs_edit.mp4
http://www.indiana.edu/~video/stream/launchflash.html?folder=video&filename=20151016_afs_edit.mp4
http://www.indiana.edu/~video/stream/launchflash.html?folder=video&filename=20151017_afs_edit.mp4
http://www.afsnet.org/?2015AM1


Participant Feedback

“As with many people,  
I feel my favorite events 
were the informal ones 
happening around the 
conference events.”

“I was very pleased 
with Michael Ann 
Williams’s presidential 
address. I am also very 
proud of the Cultural 
Diversity Committee 
and the three sessions it 
organized.”

“Would have liked more 
exposure to local and 
regional artists.” 

“The Utley lecture was 
wonderful. We do often 
forget folk songs, and it 
a was good reminder of 
how important they are.” 

“As in the past, the 14 
concurrent sessions 
[are] just too many, and 
also [contribute] to low 
attendance at paper and 
panel sessions.” 

“The preconference 
workshop at the 
Museum of Latin 
American Art was 
stellar.” 

“I enjoy the workshop 
and discussion panels 
more than the usual 
paper read panels.”

“No shows on panels 
was a big problem on 
the opening day, and 
in some later sessions.  
It was demoralizing to 
have big gaps in the 
program.”

 “I would have fewer 
paper sessions. I would 
suggest an “every other 
year” presentation 
schedule (individuals 
may only propose/
present every other 
year, not each year)  to 
cut down on the # of 
papers and sessions.” 

“Probably everyone 
feels the frustration  
with good sections that 
are scheduled during 
the same time slot. 
I’m not sure how that 
can be changed–it is 
a problem that comes 
with so very many good 
folklorists and so little 
time!” 

“AFS has done a 
fabulous job of 
providing funding to 
various constituents.” 

“I went to several 
excellent panels, and my 
own double panel was 
a great opportunity to 
hear about colleagues’ 
work.” 

Following the annual meeting, meeting participants were surveyed concerning their experience of the meeting, and 
panel chairs were asked to report on session logistics. More than 80 participants submitted wide-ranging feedback; 
most gave the meeting high marks (71% rated it 8 or higher on a scale of 10).

“I felt really welcomed 
despite not being a 
folklorist by discipline.”

“This AFS conference was my 
first folklore conference. It was 
such a thrill to get to meet 
the actual authors of books 
and papers I had read. I loved 
the variety of experiences for 
graduate students.”
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“As a smaller-than-usual meeting, it felt like there 
were fewer panels, and so more breathing room.”

“I really enjoyed the Fellows Receptions for 
students. I thought that it was an excellent 
experience for students to get to know senior 
members of the field. I also really enjoyed the Don 
Yoder memorial lecture and the conversation with 
senior folklorists.”

“Why have a theme? If there is a purpose (declaring 
a subject of importance or currency, perhaps), then 
let’s really look at ways to pursue that.”

“I wish there was a final party on the Saturday night 
where everyone gets together.”

“I’m grateful to have so many speakers and to 
condense the conference into just a few days to cut 
down on travel costs, but it also makes it difficult to 
attend co-occurring panels of interest.”

“There were a lot of great events for students, 
which I appreciated.”

“I really enjoyed the ‘Talking Folklorists’ panel, the 
‘Crone-ology,’ and all the plenary addresses.”

“Far too many sessions consisting of people 
standing at a podium and reading papers...Let’s 
catch up with other academic societies...and make 
the majority of sessions different–conversations, 
poster sessions, discussions, etc., etc.”

“The ‘publishing your first book’ workshop was 
great and very helpful.”

“It was difficult for me to get to some of the 
sessions that were moved outside of the hotel... 
I was very glad to see that some people used 
the labor dispute as a chance to talk with union 
members and discuss the issues.”

Michael Dylan Foster, Kate Parker Horigan, Ann K. Ferrell, and 
Eleanor Hasken at the 2015 Long Beach Annual Meeting. 

Photo by  Chad Buterbaugh.
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Future Sites: October 18-21, 2017
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

(Marriott City Center)



These Board members will serve from 2016-2018:

Barry Bergey (National Endowment for the Arts, retired) 

Katherine Borland (The Ohio State University)

Guillermo De Los Reyes (University of Houston)

James P. Leary (University of Wisconsin, Madison)

Katherine Borland Guillermo De Los ReyesBarry Bergey James P. Leary
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AFS Archives
In 2015, Utah State University Special Collections 
and Archives continued working with AFS staff 
to ensure that we have a complete record of 
AFS activities. As in past years, USU provided 
excellent reference services for the American 
Folklore Society records, processed recent Society 
accruals, and updated the robust EAD finding 
guide. Special thanks to all who deposited AFS 
materials in 2015. For information on the AFS 
collection or deposit of materials, please contact 
Clint Pumphrey: clint.pumphrey@usu.edu.

Randy Williams (Utah State University)

American Council  of 
Learned Societies
Once again this year, the ACLS demonstrated 
the mutual relevance of folklore studies and 
the Council’s work in behalf of the humanities. 
This year the ACLS returned to Philadelphia, its 
regular meeting place in alternate years. The 
May 7 evening session was devoted to “Aligning 
Humanistic Scholarship with Public Engagement, 
Collaboration, and the Digital Realm,” chaired by 
our executive director, Tim Lloyd. There still seems 
to be incomplete understanding, on the part of 
some present, of what “digital humanities means.” 
It remains important to further the topic of 
digital humanities, which continues to dominate 
meetings of recent years.

After the roll call of delegates, the formal meeting 
on May 8 was opened by the always eloquent 
President Pauline Yu, who, starting from an 
1826 address by Daniel Webster, pointed to new 
ACLS postdoctoral programs and funding for 
newly tenured faculty. The beneficial effects of 
ACLS’s fellowship program were again evident: 
70 fellowships were awarded to advanced 
graduate students. The treasurer’s report was 
also encouraging. The report of the National 
Humanities Alliance was given by its executive 
director, Stephen Kidd, who formerly directed 
the Smithsonian Folklife Festival. A new website 
will describe the formation of a network of 
“humanities working groups,” into which public 
folklore programs might well fit.

I am more grateful than ever to be the delegate 
to ACLS of our Society. Every year I see more 
connections between the field of folklore and the 
large concerns pursued by the Council.

Lee Haring (Brooklyn College) 

Cultural Diversity
The Cultural Diversity Committee was very active 
in 2015, continuing its efforts to find ways to 
diversify attendance at the AFS annual meeting 
and to diversify the membership of the Society. 

Over the course of the spring and early summer, 
the committee also became involved in 
discussions about the UNITE HERE! labor action 
at the Westin Long Beach Hotel. As a committee 
we saw clear connections between the struggles 
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http://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:/80444/xv94586/op=fstyle.aspx?t=k&q=american+folklore+society
http://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:/80444/xv94586/op=fstyle.aspx?t=k&q=american+folklore+society
mailto:clint.pumphrey@usu.edu
https://www.acls.org/grants/default.aspx?id=354


of hotel workers, many of whom are people 
from underrepresented backgrounds, and our 
stated objectives with regard to AFS. Many of 
us supported the labor action and sought ways 
to act in solidarity with the workers and their 
campaign. We wanted to find ways to integrate 
discussions about the Society and the discipline 
with conversations regarding our engagement 
with workers, local activists, and scholars on this 
topic. To this end, the committee organized three 
sessions for the 2015 Annual Meeting that were 
held on Thursday, October 15. Two panels and an 
open forum were proposed to provide a space to 
discuss possibilities and objectives for the field 
of folklore, especially as it relates to the work and 
experience of individuals from underrepresented 
backgrounds. The CDC requested that the 
sessions be held at an alternative site specifically 
so we could invite the participation of AFS and 
community members and stakeholders who held 
ethical objections to entering the Westin Long 
Beach Hotel. 

One session, “Folklore 101: Foundations, 
Community, and Inclusion,” which was conceived 
during a CDC brownbag session at the 2014 
meeting, was intended to serve as a welcome 
for new attendees and new scholars to the 
field. Next, “Anti-Discrimination and Undoing 
Ecologies of Power,” considered the current state 
of diversity within AFS, and where and how to 
progress from that point. Finally, a special open 
forum, “Cultural Diversity and Local Realities: 
AFS and Community Engagement,” included 
remarks and presentations by hotel workers, 
representatives of UNITE HERE!, and local scholars, 
as well as AFS members and leadership. This 
forum was intended explicitly to provide a space 
for discussion of the labor situation and AFS’s 
response to it. It was the only such discussion at 
the annual meeting that took place outside the 
Westin Long Beach. The committee conceived 
the forum as an opportunity for union members, 
workers, activist scholars, and AFS members 
(including boycotting members) to share 
perspectives and hear directly from those who 
were involved. 

The CDC thanks all who presented at and 
attended our sessions. It is the hope of the 
CDC that the conversations initiated during 
these three sessions will continue at future 
meetings and will ultimately help the Society to 
reconsider the ways it thinks about itself and the 
communities it contacts. The CDC emphasizes its 
ongoing belief that significant interaction and 
exchange between AFS members and community 
stakeholders is one effective way to improve 
the cultural diversity of the organization and to 
emphasize the variety, depth, and breadth of the 
Society to potential new members. We believe 
that changing the perception and climate of our 
organization and annual meeting can be helped 
immensely by changing the way we engage 
lay practitioners, scholars from other fields, and 
local community members in the places we 
visit each year. The CDC is currently planning 
similar linked panels for the 2016 meeting in 
Miami and is pursuing ways to engage the local 
community of south Florida by engaging with 
local scholars, artists, activists, practitioners, and 
others during our meeting, but also by extending 
our meeting out into the community so we can 
engage with as many people as possible in a 
spirit of collaboration. CDC members believe 
that conscious social and political engagement 
on the part of the Society is essential for its 
continued relevance. As CDC member Debora 
Kodish wrote in a statement that was read during 
the CDC open forum, “We can surely imagine 
new and better ways to hold meetings, to invest 
in local communities (rather than the hospitality 
industrial complex), and to build alliances that 
will reinvigorate the field. If we want our field 
to have significance, relevance, and impact, we 
need to join with movements for justice.” Lastly, 
the CDC presented its two annual awards at the 
Long Beach annual meeting. The Gerald L. Davis 
Award is given to persons of color interested in 
attending the AFS annual meeting. Five people 
applied for award stipends in the amount of 
$500. All five applicants received full awards. In 
addition, the CDC considered five submissions 
for the Zora Neale Hurston Prize, an award 
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presented each year to the best graduate or 
undergraduate work in any medium on African 
American folklore. The CDC awarded the prize to 
Harvard undergraduate Rebecca Panovka for her 
essay, “The Literary Afterlife of African American 
Folklore.” At the request of the CDC, this award 
now carries a $200 prize.

David Todd Lawrence (University of St. Thomas)

International  Issues
This year our chair, Michael Dylan Foster, is 
stepping down after four years of service. We 
want to express our sincere thanks for Michael’s 
generous leadership. We are deeply grateful 
for his ongoing commitment to making AFS an 
internationally vibrant Society and his efforts 
to streamline our travel stipend process. We 
also want to welcome Valdimar Hafstein as our 
newest member. Our committee now consists of 
Katherine Borland, chair; Lisa Gilman, AFS board 
liaison; and Valdimar Hafstein. We have asked that 
the AFS Executive Board select a fourth member 
in the coming months in conformity with AFS 
Board policy. 

As in past years, one of the committee’s primary 
responsibilities in 2015 was to grant travel funds 
through the International Stipend Program. This 
year we received applications from eight scholars 
in five countries and were able to fund all of them: 
Jisha C. K. (India), Anastasiya Astapova (Estonia), 
Kazuko Fujii (Japan), Peng Cheng (China), María 
Angélica Rodriguez (Colombia), Zhang Xing Yu 
(China), Yuko Nakamura (Japan), and Jun Kong 
(China). We continue to focus on scholars early 
in their careers as well as scholars with little or 
no institutional support to travel to the annual 
meeting. We distributed $4000 in stipends. 
Awardees also received free accommodations 
for the meeting and a waiver of their registration 
fees. This year the committee suspended the 
“World Café” program. We interacted with some 
attendees at the welcome breakfast, which 

seems to serve the welcoming and networking 
function very well. For next year, we have 
agreed to focus our attention on forming an 
international panel presentation on the topic of 
orature in order to create greater opportunity 
for international scholars, particularly those 
from underrepresented countries to share their 
scholarship with Society members. Lisa Gilman is 
working to identify and recruit an African scholar 
of stature to participate in this new venture. 
The International Issues Committee welcomes 
practical suggestions from members and the 
Board for further developing international 
engagement and visibility.

Katherine Borland (The Ohio State University)

Membership
The Membership Committee had no tasks 
assigned to it during 2015, but the committee 
looks forward to participating during 2016 in 
the design of the next member survey, and to 
working with new AFS Membership Director 
Paulina Guerrero on membership-building efforts.

Margaret R. Yocom (George Mason University)  

National  Recording 
Preservation Board
The National Recording Preservation Board was 
established by Congress in 2000 to help raise 
awareness of the importance of the nation’s 
recorded sound heritage. The board works 
with the Librarian of Congress to create the 
annual National Recording Registry, a yearly list 
of 25 sound recordings distinguished by their 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical qualities. The 
list is intended to focus attention on the need 
for audio preservation and on the importance 
of recorded sound. The board itself is made up 
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of representatives of the recording industry, 
various societies and organizations, and other 
specialists. As the AFS representative, I often find 
myself collaborating with the representative 
from the Society for Ethnomusicology as well as 
colleagues from the Country Music Foundation 
and other fellow travelers. The board met once 
in the past twelve months, which is typical. This 
year’s meeting included, for the second year 
running, a tense discussion of the status of the 
National Recording Preservation Foundation, 
also established, belatedly, by the Library in 
accordance with the 2000 legislation. The 
Foundation is intended to be a fund-raising and 
grants-making entity. The issue on the table 
was whether the Library will meet its legislated 
funding obligation to the Foundation. The issue, 
like many others, is complicated by the fact that 
the position of Librarian of Congress is filled by 
an interim appointment, following the retirement 
of James Billington. For a list of recordings on 
the National Registry and for other information 
about the work of the board, including the full 
text of the national sound recording preservation 
plan, visit the webpage here. As I write this, the 
most recent Registry list dates from 2014, and 
in that year we managed to list a number of 
recordings of particular interest to folklorists 
and ethnomusicologists, including Jeff Todd 
Titon’s recordings of the hymnody of Old Regular 
Baptists released on the Smithsonian Folkways 
label, as well has historically significant recordings 
of blues, gospel, and country music.

Burt Feintuch (University of New Hampshire)

Publications
The Publications Committee had no tasks 
assigned to it during 2015, but the Committee 
looks forward to participating in 2016 work 
regarding the Society’s publications program and 
open access efforts.

Debra Lattanzi Shutika (George Mason University)

Nominating
The 2015 Nominating Committee (chair Laura 
Marcus Green, Selina Morales, Joseph Sciorra, and 
Pravina Shukla) nominated two candidates for 
each of the available offices:

Executive Board (for three-year, 2016-2018 terms):
• Barry Bergey, independent, Bethesda, 

Maryland
• Katherine Borland, The Ohio State University
• Olivia Cadaval, Smithsonian Institution
• Guillermo De Los Reyes, University of Houston
• Teresa Hollingsworth, SouthArts
• James P. Leary, University of Wisconsin, 

Madison 
Nominating Committee (for a three-year, 2016-
2018 term)
• Joseph P. Goodwin, Ball State University, 

Muncie, Indiana (retired)
• Steve Zeitlin, City Lore, New York City

Barry Bergey, Katey Borland, and Jim Leary were 
elected to the Executive Board, and Steve Zeitlin 
was elected to the Nominating Committee. Sadly, 
Joe Goodwin unexpectedly passed away on 
November 16, 2015. 258 people (about 22% of 
the Society’s membership) voted in the election, 
down 8% from the 280 who voted in the last 
non-presidential election in 2013, but essentially 
the same as the 262 who voted in 2011. All of 
the 2015 candidates deserve our thanks for their 
willingness to serve the Society and field, and for 
their energetic participation in the nomination 
and election process. 

Laura Marcus Green (independent) 

16

http://www.loc.gov/rr/record/nrpb/


Awards

17

AFS Lifetime Scholarly Achievement Award

Elaine J. Lawless (University of Missouri) 

Elliott Oring (California State University, Los Angeles)

Chicago Folklore Prize

Jack Zipes (University of Minnesota)  
Grimm Legacies: The Magic Spell of the Grimms’ Folk and Fairy Tales

Kenneth Goldstein Award  
for Lifetime Academic Leadership

Simon J. Bronner (Pennsylvania State University)

Benjamin A. Botkin Prize

Maida Owens (Louisiana Division of the Arts)

Americo Paredes Prize

Charles Briggs (University of California Berkeley)

Zora Neale Hurston Prize

Rebecca Panovka (Harvard University)  
“The Literary Afterlife of African American Folklore”



Journal of 
American Folklore

From the Editor
In 2015, the Journal of American Folklore fully 
transitioned from the outgoing editors at the 
University of Wisconsin, Thomas A. DuBois and 
James P. Leary, to an editorial team composed of 
folklore faculty at Western Kentucky University 
who will edit the journal volume years 2016-
2020. The editorial team consists of Ann K. Ferrell, 
editor-in-chief, and Brent Björkman, Erika Brady, 
Timothy H. Evans, Kate Parker Horigan, and 
Michael Ann Williams, associate editors. A co-
editor rotates from among the associate editors.   

The outgoing editors passed 18 accepted 
manuscripts to the new editorial team, including 
two special issues, and worked closely with the 
new editors to assure a smooth and successful 
transition. Volume 129, Numbers 511-513 
(Winter, Spring, and Summer 2016), were 
submitted to the University of Illinois Press 
according to the established schedule.  Numbers 
511 and 512 were co-edited by Erika Brady, 
and 513 was co-edited by Kate Parker Horigan. 
Numbers 511 and 513 were special issues passed 
to WKU from the previous editors; Number 512 
was a general issue with two articles and one 
note passed from the previous editors, and one 
article accepted by the WKU editors. In total, the 
three issues included one letter from the editors, 
two introductions, eleven articles, two notes, one 
obituary, and thirty-six reviews.

As part of the transition, the new editors 
worked with the press to put in place an online 
submission system through which the editors 
receive new submissions, send manuscripts 

out for review, and communicate with authors 
about decisions.  This system has the additional 
benefit of the maintenance of an archive of all 
submissions to the journal. 

Over the course of 2015, the editors received a 
total of 38 submissions; rejected 33 submissions 
(including 10 received in 2014 and rejected in 
2015); asked 5 authors to revise and resubmit 
(including 1 received in 2014; none had 
resubmitted at the end of 2015); and accepted 
13 submissions (4 notes and 9 articles; 12 of the 
13 were accepted with revisions required, and 
5 of the 13 were received in 2014 but accepted 
in 2015). At the end of calendar year 2015, three 
submissions were under review (one note and 
two articles).  There are five remaining accepted 
articles passed on by the previous editors which 
will be published in upcoming issues.

Ann K. Ferrell  
(Western Kentucky University) 
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Exhibit and Event Reviews
Since taking over as Exhibits and Events Review 
Editor, two reviews have been submitted, edited, 
and slated for publication. Many more have 
been solicited and remain in various stages 
of production.  Thank you to everyone who 
has completed an exhibition or event review. 
Exhibitions and special programming are vital, 
yet ephemeral, contributions to the field. Reviews 
acknowledge this significant work and fold it into 
broader conversations about matters important to 
folklorists. I hope to increase the visibility of exhibits 
and events in future issues and welcome both 
recommendations and volunteers for reviews.

Carrie Hertz  
(Museum of International Folk Art)

Film Reviews
Film continues to be an increasingly accessible and 
popular approach to documentation. The evolution 
of the industry has found filmmakers using online 
platforms to stream their work. This technology 
makes the process of providing film resources to 
reviewers relatively easy. Reviewers have willingly 
(and often excitedly) been identified to screen 
and critique films, particularly colleagues who are 
relatively new to the field and AFS. Some of the 
most interesting research and fieldwork are being 
shared via film. I would like to thank the filmmakers 
who have generously allowed access to their work 
for review and to reviewers for their time and 
expertise. As a review editor, I hope film reviews 
will be included in every forthcoming issue of JAF 
during my tenure. 

Teresa Hollingsworth  
(South Arts) 

Top Downloaded 
Articles from JAF: 
The following Journal of American Folklore 
articles were the most viewed, printed, or 
downloaded from JSTOR during 2015.

1. Adrian Recinos, “Cuentos Populares 
de Guatemala,” JAF, Vol. 31, No. 122 
(October-December 1918), 472-87. 
8,581 views, prints, or downloads

2. Claude Lévi-Strauss, “The Structural 
Study of Myth,” JAF, Vol. 68, No. 270 
(October-December 1955), 428-44. 
5,493 views, prints, or downloads

3. Kay Stone, “Things Walt Disney Never 
Told Us,” JAF, Vol. 88, No. 347  
(January-March 1975), 42-50. 
4,235 views, prints, or downloads

4. H.W. Herrington, “Witchcraft and Magic 
in the Elizabethan Drama,” JAF, Vol. 32, 
No. 126 (October-December 1919), 447. 
3,842 views, prints, or downloads

5. Michael A. Robidoux, “Imagining a 
Canadian Identity Through Sport: A 
Historical Interpretation of Lacrosse and 
Hockey,” JAF, Vol. 115, No. 456  
(Spring 2002), 209. 
2,749 views, prints, or downloads

6. Samuel M. Waxman, “The Don Juan 
Legend in Literature,” JAF, Vol. 21, No. 81 
(April-September 1908), 184. 
2,674 views, prints, or downloads
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Children’s Folklore Review
The 37th volume of Children’s Folklore Review is a 
special issue dedicated to the life, memory, and 
career of the late Brian Sutton-Smith, featuring 
essays and commentaries by Garry Chick, Jay 
Mechling, Anne Beresin, and Elizabeth Tucker. 
The issue also includes the 2014 William Wells 
Newell Prize winning essay, “‘Children Have 
Their Own World of Being’: An Ethnography 
of Children’s Activities on the Day of Saraswati 
Puja,” by Semontee Mitra. Brant Ellsworth has 
signed on as CFR’s new book reviews editor. 

All back issues of Children’s Folklore Review 
since 1990, except for the most recent volume, 
are now available online through our digital 
repository hosted by IUScholarWorks. To view, 
please visit the repository here. Browse “By Issue 
Date” to scroll through all issues chronologically. 
I should note that Children’s Folklore Review 
is currently exploring the possibility of fully 
or partially transitioning the journal into a 
digital publication beginning in 2016, and 
we encourage subscribers to keep an eye on 
the AFS Children’s Folklore Section website 
and Facebook page, as well as the AFS Review 
newsletter for any pertinent updates. As always, 
I welcome correspondence should anyone wish 
to discuss the journal and/or contributing to it, 
especially individuals who are currently working 
on research that may fit well within the scope of 
Children’s Folklore Review. 

Finally, I would like to express my immense 
gratitude to Libby Tucker, the previous editor 
of CFR, who has been so incredibly kind and 

helpful in providing advice and insights as I 
settled into my new role as editor of the journal. 
Thanks, too, are also due to Kathy Buchta; 
Sheridan Press; the CFR editorial board, peer 
reviewers, and contributors; and the Sutton-
Smith family, who generously provided images 
and stories of their late father in support of the 
special issue. And a huge “thank you” goes out to 
Tim Lloyd and Lorraine Walsh Cashman for all of 
your outstanding support of our journal, which 
we have greatly appreciated. 

Trevor J. Blank  
(State University of New York at Potsdam), editor 

Digest
The Foodways Section’s journal, Digest,  
published two issues this year under the 
editorship of Michael Lange (Champlain College) 
and Diane Tye (Memorial University) and with 
the support of the Editorial Board comprised 
of Yvonne Lockwood, Lucy Long, LuAnne Roth, 
Robert Smith, and Theresa Vaughan. Behind 
the scenes, the code infrastructure of the 
website was updated to increase and streamline 
functionality. The next issue (Fall 2015) is being 
put up on the web now and will be available 
soon. Tye plans to step down after the Spring 
2016 issue so her successor will need to be 
found soon.  

Diane I. Tye (Memorial University) and  
Michael Lange (Champlain College), 

editors
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New Directions in Folklore
Published biannually, New Directions in Folklore 
(NDiF) is the refereed, open access e-journal of 
the New Directions in Folklore AFS section— 
a community of scholars, professionals, and 
graduate students dedicated to pushing 
the envelope of folklore scholarship in the 
exploration of contemporary culture. The 
journal’s online interface is generously hosted by 
Indiana University Libraries and IUScholarWorks 
in partnership with the American Folklore 
Society. As New Directions in Folklore is an open 
access publication, it is our policy to provide 
immediate open access to all published content 
on the principle that making research freely 
available to the public supports a greater 
global exchange of knowledge. David J. Puglia 
(Bronx Community College) currently serves 
as the editor of NDiF. John Price (Pennsylvania 
State University, Harrisburg) and Julia Kelso 
(Big Horn County Libraries, Wyoming) serve 
as associate editors. John Price (Pennsylvania 
State University, Harrisburg) also serves as book 
reviews editor. We are pleased to report that 
New Directions in Folklore published one double 
issue last year. Volume 13, no. 1/2 was published 
in September 2015. At the time of this writing, 
the note, essay, and book reviews have been 
downloaded hundreds of times. The download 
figures for both issues are highly encouraging 
and further exhibit New Directions in Folklore’s 
growing reach and appeal. In addition to 
achieving greater readership, we are also 
pleased to note that, yet again, the past year has 
netted the largest number of article submissions 
to the journal thus far, and we are eager to 
continue providing a home for new and exciting 
folkloristic scholarship. 

David J. Puglia  
(Bronx Community College), editor

Jewish Cultural Studies 
Series
The Jewish Cultural Studies book series is a 
benefit of membership in the Jewish Folklore 
and Ethnology Section of the American Folklore 
Society. The series is published for the American 
Folklore Society by the Littman Library of 
Jewish Civilization based in Oxford, England. 
All books in the series are also available to 
non-members through Littman. Four volumes 
have been published since 2008, including 
the latest—Framing Jewish Culture: Boundaries 
and Representations (2014). Volume Five—
Motherhood in the Jewish Cultural Imagination 
edited by Jane Kanarek, Marjorie Lehman, and 
Simon J. Bronner—will be published in March 
2017.  For more information about the series, 
click here. Other planned volumes are number 6 
titled Connected Jews on Mediated Jewish Cultural 
Expressions from Print to the Internet, number 
7 on Jewish cultural heritage and tourism 
studies, and number 8 on Jewish folk spirituality. 
These will be ideally spaced apart so that their 
publication will be one in each year after the 
publication of volume five. 

Simon J. Bronner  
(Pennsylvania State University), editor
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Pictured L to R: Kay Turner, Erika Brady, Elizabeth 
Tucker, Marsha MacDowell, and Michael Ann Williams. 

Photo by  Chad Buterbaugh.

The following AFS members were inducted into the Fellows of 
the American Folklore Society in 2015: 

Marsha MacDowell (Michigan State University)

Elizabeth Tucker (Binghamton University)
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African Studies
Conveners: Hilary M. Leathem 
(University of Chicago),  
Thomas Van Buren 
(Westchester Arts Council) 

No report submitted. In 2015, the 
African Studies Section had 54 
registered members. 

Archives and 
Libraries
Convener: Terri M. Jordan 
(independent)

The mission of the Archives and 
Libraries Section is to promote 
the exchange of information on 
all types of archival methodology 
relating to folklore, folklife, and 
other ethnographic collections. 
In addition, the section aims to 
share information and to help 
develop standards relevant to 
library collections and activities 
in folklore. In 2015, the section 
engaged in several activities 
toward the advancement of 

these goals. These included: 
1. Awarding the $250 Brenda
McCallum Prize to the Oregon
Folklife Network for their
collaborative work with the
Confederated Tribes of Warm
Springs to preserve an audio
recording collection. 2. Offering
a new workshop—“Personal
Archive Collection Management
for Folklorists”—led by Terri
Jordan and Randy Williams at
the 2015 AFS meeting in Long
Beach. 3. Hosting the “Ask an
Archivist Exhibit Table” in the
exhibition room at the annual
meeting, where a rotating group
of professional archivists was
available to answer questions
from meeting attendees on
archival topics.

At present, the section’s primary 
means of communication with 
members is via listserv. To join 
this listserv, please email  
Andy Kolovos. For other 
questions or further information, 
please contact Section convener 
Terri Jordan. In 2015, the Archives 
and Libraries Section had 73 
registered members.

British Folk 
Studies
Convener: Thomas McKean 
(University of Aberdeen)

No report submitted. In 2015, the 
British Folk Studies Section had 
83 registered members. 

Chicano/Chicana
Conveners: Anne Arundel 
Locker-Thaddeus (Texas A&M 
University) and Eric César 
Morales (Indiana University)

The Chicano and Chicana 
Section is continuing its practice 
of working directly with the 
Folklore Latino, Latinoamericano, 
y Caribeño Section to raise 
the profile of Latino issues in 
folklore study and practice at 
AFS annual meetings. Through 
this collaboration, the section 
will continue building on 
its community of invested 
academic and public scholars 
to work together and explore 

Visit the AFS website to join any of these sections and for more information on their activities. The sections’ online groups are free 
to join and provide tools for communicating with other group members. You must sign in to  access the private section web pages. 

The reports that follow were submitted by section conveners. Listed at the beginning of each report are the section’s conveners in 
2015. The precise number of members in any section may vary throughout a year. Figures below concerning section membership 
were collected in December 2015.  
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the vibrancy and relevance of 
contemporary Latino folkloristics 
among communities in the 
United States, Latin America, 
and beyond. At the 2015 annual 
meeting, the Chicano/a and 
Latino Sections sponsored panels 
on ritual, music, and sexuality, 
and continued recognizing 
scholars of Latino culture 
through the annual Américo 
Paredes Prize. The section will 
continue with these projects in 
the future, and also has plans 
to resurrect a concert series, 
last held in 2014. The section 
communicates via a listserv; to 
subscribe, please send a request 
directly to the listserv. In 2015, 
the Chicano/a Section had 30 
registered members. 

Children’s Folklore
Convener: Katharine Schramm 
(Indiana University)

The Children’s Folklore Section 
will release volume 37 of the 
Children’s Folklore Review in 
January 2016. This volume is 
a memorial issue to the late 
Brian Sutton-Smith. For volume 
38, editor Trevor J. Blank will 
be joined by Priscilla Ord as 
assistant editor and Brant 
Ellsworth as book reviews editor, 
and the journal will transition 
into a primarily digital journal 
publication while maintaining 
an option for readers to order 
print copies of all published 
issues. The Children’s Folklore 
Section awards the Aesop Prize 
and Aesop Accolades honorable 

mentions for English-language 
fiction and nonfiction work that 
uses folklore responsibly for 
children and young adults. The 
2015 Aesop Prize was awarded 
to both Margi Preus’s West of 
the Moon and Rick Riordan’s 
Percy Jackson’s Greek Heroes. 
The Aesop Accolades were 
given to Gangu Bai, V. Geeta, 
and Gita Wolf’s Tree Matters, 
Jim Aylesworth and Barbara 
McClintock’s My Grandfather’s 
Coat, and Stephanie Shaw’s The 
Legend of the Beaver’s Tail. The 
section thanks Suzy Grindrod, 
who chaired the committee, and 
Terrell Young, who steps down 
after serving in 2015. The Aesop 
Committee welcomes Lindsey 
Carmichael aboard.  No Newell 
Prize for best undergraduate or 
graduate paper on children’s 
folklore was awarded for 2015. 
The section encourages all 
of its members and friends 
to promote this opportunity, 
especially those teaching classes 
incorporating children’s folklore.  
Opie Prize committee members 
John McDowell and Elizabeth 
Tucker have begun reviewing 
candidates for the 2016 prize for 
best academic publication on 
children’s folklore.

Section members use the AFS 
online group to communicate 
about section business, and 
a Facebook group, with 70 
members, for additional 
announcements, discussion, 
and member curated content. 
In 2015, the Children’s Folklore 
Section had 83 registered 
members.

Dance and 
Movement 
Analysis
Conveners: Nicholas Hartmann 
(Southwest Folklife Alliance) 
and Eric César Morales (Indiana 
University) 

No report submitted. In 2015, the 
Dance and Movement Analysis 
Section had 28 registered 
members. 

Folk Arts and 
Material Culture
Convener: Martha C. Sims (The 
Ohio State University)

In 2015, the primary section-
funded activity of the Folk Arts 
and Material Culture Section was 
to award the annual Warren E. 
Roberts Prize for Best Student 
Paper in Folk Art. This year’s prize 
winner was Sydney K. Varajon 
for her essay “’House of Mo’ Bats’: 
Family Narrative and Architecture 
at the Nashoba Country Fair.” 
The section communicates 
throughout the year via its AFS 
online group and the meeting 
of available members during the 
annual section business meeting 
at the AFS annual meeting. In 
2015, the Folk Arts and Material 
Culture Section had 89 registered 
members. 
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Folk Belief and 
Religious Folklife
Conveners: Margaret Kruesi 
(American Folklife Center),  
Leonard Norman Primiano  
(Cabrini College)

At the 2015 AFS Annual Meeting, 
the Folk Belief and Religious 
Folklife Section sponsored the 
annual Don Yoder Lecture in 
Folk Belief and Religious Folklife. 
Erika Brady of Western Kentucky 
University delivered the lecture, 
entitled “’A Subtle Thing Withal’: 
Reflections on the Ineffable, the 
Unspeakable, and the Risible 
in Vernacular Religion,” to an 
audience of more than 150 
people, with Sabina Magliocco  
as discussant. 

The section also held its annual 
meeting, co-chaired by Leonard 
Norman Primiano and Maggie 
Kruesi, on October 17, with 
approximately 20 people in 
attendance, discussing plans for 
the 2016 Folk Belief section silent 
auction, potential 2016 Don 
Yoder lecturers, section website 
and communications, and AFS 
financial requirements. 

Announcements of the winners 
of the 2015 section prizes were 
made by Leonard Primiano: 
The section presented its 2015 
William A. Wilson Undergraduate 
Student Paper Prize to 
Kylie Schroeder (Utah State 
University) for “Madison Ghost 
Walks: Supernatural Tourism 
in Wisconsin’s Capitol City.”  

The award is for $250.00. The 
section presented its 2015 Don 
Yoder Graduate Student Prize 
to Lydia Bringerud (Memorial 
University of Newfoundland) for 
“Cleanliness is Next to Godliness: 
Eastern Orthodox Women and 
Proximity to the Sacrament.” The 
award is for $500.00. 

The section also sponsored a 
silent auction in the book room 
at the 2015 annual meeting, 
which raised approximately 
$420.00; thanks to section 
members Lynne McNeill and 
to Andrea Kitta for organizing 
and managing the auction, 
and thanks to all the donors. 
Thanks, too, to Erin Kathleen 
Bahl for updating the section 
webpages. The section primarily 
communicates with members 
through the AFS online group 
and a Facebook page. In 2015, 
the Folk Belief and Religious 
Folklife section had 117 
registered members. 

Folk Narrative
Conveners: Linda J. Lee 
(University of Pennsylvania), 
Adam Zolkover (independent)

At the 2015 AFS Annual Meeting, 
the Folk Narrative Section 
co-sponsored the session 
“Refiguring Sense of Place 
in Studies of Narrative, Ruin, 
Conflict, and Commemoration” 
and sponsored the session 
“’Thank You for Your Service’: 
Narratives About Fake Vets, 
Deserters, and Military Humor.” 
In addition, the section held 

its business meeting with 
approximately eight people in 
attendance. Beyond its activities 
at annual AFS meetings, the 
Folk Narrative Section fosters 
discussion of the field through 
Twitter and a Facebook group 
of 1,368 members. In 2015, the 
Folk Narrative Section had 103 
registered members. 

Folklore and 
Creative Writing
Conveners: Sara Cleto (The Ohio 
State University),  
Christine J. Widmayer (University 
of Wisconsin, Madison)

At the 2015 Annual Meeting, the 
Folklore and Creative Writing 
Section co-hosted an Open Mic 
with the Storytelling Section 
and sponsored two panels: 
“Performances and After-Words: 
Poets and Storytellers on 
Research, the Creative Process, 
and Beyond” and “Gendered 
Ecologies of Enactment: 
Creatively Rendering Encounters 
for Transformative Listening.” 
Victoria Harkavy (independent) 
was named as co-convener 
for 2016, replacing Christine 
Widmayer. Section conveners 
communicate with the section 
through the AFS online group. 
The section also has a new 
Facebook page. In 2015, the 
Folklore and Creative Writing 
Section had 72 registered 
members. 
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Folklore and 
Education
Conveners: Nelda R. Ault 
(independent), Betty Belanus 
(Smithsonian Center for Folklife 
and Cultural Heritage)

In 2015, the Folklore and 
Education Section awarded the 
Dorothy Howard Prize to the Folk 
Arts-Cultural Treasures Charter 
School and the Philadelphia 
Folklore Project for an integrated 
curriculum entitled “A Teachers’ 
Guide to a Whole-School 
Folk Arts Residency: Tibetan 
Sand Mandala Artist Losang 
Samten,” nominated by Linda 
Deafenbaugh. The Robinson-
Roeder-Ward Prize, which was 
last awarded in 2013, is being 
revamped based on comments 
from section members and the 
prize committee. The prize will 
have a new broader format 
through which to better aid 
an educator attending the 
AFS meetings or engaging in 
another appropriate activity. 
A short video was drafted which 
will be reviewed, re-edited and 
posted to attract educators to 
the prize when the new rules are 
formalized. 

The section’s newsletter 
summed up activities of section 
members. Jan Rosenberg 
(Heritage Education Resources/
independent) was named as co-
convener with Betty Belanus for 
2016. The  Section keeps in touch 

via the AFS online group and the 
section’s webpage. In 2015, these 
methods helped keep members 
informed of important activities 
of the section and its members; 
plan sessions at the annual AFS 
meetings in Long Beach; solicit 
entries for the Dorothy Howard 
Prize; and approve meeting 
minutes. Communications are 
archived in the section’s online 
group blog. 

The section urges all AFS 
members and interested 
individuals to become members 
in order to keep informed about 
folklore and education and to 
join in sharing information about 
this important work. In 2015, the 
Folklore and Education Section 
had 79 registered members. 

Folklore and 
Literature
Conveners: Shelley A. Ingram 
(University of Louisiana, 
Lafayette), Todd D. Richardson 
(University of Nebraska, Omaha) 

Victoria Harkavy (independent) 
and Brittany B. Warman (The 
Ohio State University) were 
named as co-conveners for 2016. 

The Folklore and Literature 
Section communicates through a 
Facebook group of 137 members. 
In 2015, the section had 80 
registered members.

Folklore and 
Museums
Convener: Jason Baird Jackson 
(Mathers Museum of World 
Cultures, Indiana University)

Having been approved by 
the AFS Executive Board in 
November 2014, the Folklore and 
Museums Section held its first 
meeting during the 2015 Annual 
Meeting. A large gathering of 
colleagues assembled for an 
event that combined a final 
public presentation to the 
membership by the Folklore 
and Museum Policy and Practice 
Working Group and an inaugural 
section meeting. Kurt Dewhurst 
outlined the group’s history and 
the scope of its work while Carrie 
Hertz summarized the group’s 
white paper, including the 
recommendations made by the 
working group. Drawing upon 
her own expertise in museum 
folklore and representing the 
Executive Board and the Society, 
AFS President Michael Ann 
Williams offered commentary 
on the group’s report. A general 
discussion followed with Jason 
Baird Jackson moderating. (The 
group’s white paper can be 
downloaded from the section 
page.)

At the conclusion of the working 
group report discussion, the 
section meeting was officially 
convened. Aspirations for the 
new section were discussed, as 
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were plans for museum-related 
activities for the 2016 Annual 
Meeting in Miami. A preliminary 
discussion of governance 
structures for the section was 
also begun, with an intention 
of continuing this discussion 
prior to, and during, the Miami 
meetings. Impressed with 
the quick growth of the new 
section, members expressed a 
shared interest in identifying 
and recruiting new members, 
especially folklorists working in 
museums whose connections to 
AFS may have fallen away as they 
became more deeply embedded 
in their museum work. Before 
concluding, a photograph of 
those attending the first meeting 
was taken.  

In addition to the working group 
session/section meeting, a 
number of sessions and papers 
of museum-interest were held 
during the meeting. Held in 
a city and region with a rich 
collection of museums and 
with the museum folklorists of 
HistoryMiami playing key roles 
in the planning of the 2016 
meeting, there is considerable 
excitement about prospects for a 
museums-rich meeting in Miami. 

Although it manages a Facebook 
page for news from the field, the 
Folklore and Museums section 
communicates officially through 
its AFS online group. In 2015, the 
Folklore and Museums Section 
had 75 registered members. 

Folklore and Oral 
History
Conveners: Dana M. Ernst 
(independent) and Helen A. 
Regis (Louisiana State University)

The Folklore and Oral History 
Section, created in 2000, seeks to: 
foster discussion of oral history 
methodology and theory at the 
annual AFS meetings (specifically, 
to sponsor an annual session 
addressing some aspect of oral 
history and folklore); discuss 
methodological and theoretical 
developments in oral history 
and folklore and to explore the 
relationship between the two 
fields; improve communication 

Attendees at the inaugural meeting of the Folklore and Museums 
section of the American Folklore Society. October 16, 2015. 

Photo courtesy of Jason Baird Jackson.
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between AFS and Oral History 
Association (OHA) members with 
a shared interest in oral history 
and folklife; encourage exchange 
of ideas and resources among 
members of both organizations; 
and promote the research and 
the creation of public programs 
involving collaboration between 
folklorists and oral historians. 

The Folklore and Oral History 
Section held their annual 
business meeting at the 2015 
AFS Annual Meeting in Long 
Beach, California. Additional 
communications are planned 
in order to further discuss 
sponsored panels and workshops 
for the upcoming 2016 joint 
meeting with the International 
Society for Folk Narrative 
Research in Miami. The potential 
for increased collaboration and 
cooperation between AFS and 
the Oral History Association 
(OHA) were welcomed amongst 
group members. The group 
looks forward to sponsoring 
and promoting panels for the 
upcoming annual meeting which 
critically examine folklore and 
oral history method, theory, and 
practice.  The Folklore and Oral 
History Section welcomes anyone 
interested in Oral History and 
Folklore to attend its meetings 
held annually at the AFS annual 
meeting and to communicate 
with them through its AFS online 
group. In 2015, the Folklore and 
Oral History Section had a total of 
144 registered members.

Folklore 
Latino, 
Latinoamericano, 
y Caribeño
Conveners: Kristina G. Downs 
(Indiana University),  
Gloria Colom (Indiana University)

The Folklore Latino, 
Latinoamericano and Caribeño 
Section maintained its strong 
commitment to social justice and 
community engagement: Several 
section members were involved 
with the programs put on by the 
Cultural Diversity Committee at 
the 2015 AFS Annual Meeting. 
Due to the labor situation at the 
Westin this year, several section 
members chose not to attend 
sessions at the hotel. Because of 
this, the group held its annual 
section business meeting over 
dinner at a local restaurant, and 
panel discussions took place at 
the Museum of Latin American 
Art café and the LGBTQ Center of 
Long Beach. The section can be 
reached via its AFS online group 
or its listserv. New members can 
join the listserv by contacting 
the conveners, Kristina Downs 
or Gloria Colom. In 2015, the 
Folklore Latino, Latinoamericano, 
and Caribeño Section had 44 
registered members. 

Foodways
Conveners: LuAnne K. Roth 
(University of Missouri),  
Katrina S. Wynn (Maine Folklife 
Center)

The Foodways Section awards 
the Sue Samuelson Prize for 
Foodways every year. In 2015, 
Eric César Morales (Indiana 
University) won first prize for 
“Fire, Food, and Earth: The 
Tahitian ‘Ahima’a.” Morales 
received a travel stipend to 
attend the 2015 AFS Annual 
Meeting in Long Beach, and he 
gave a version of the winning 
paper at the conference. 
Second place went to Christina 
Gooch (University of Oregon) 
for “A Road to Identity: The 
New Mexico Chile.” Honorable 
Mention went to Alicia Kristen 
(University of Oregon) for “Going 
for Doughboys in Little Rhody: 
Class, Place, and Nostalgia.”  The 
winning essays will be published 
in the section’s journal. 

The Foodways Section’s journal, 
Digest: An Interdisciplinary 
Study of Food and Foodways, 
produced two issues under the 
editorship of Diane Tye (Memorial 
University) and Michael Lange 
(Champlain University). Looking 
at succession planning, the 
section seeks a new co-editor to 
replace Tye in 2016. The Digest 
co-editor responsible for the 
journal’s content works closely 
with the co-editor overseeing 
web design; for information 
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about what this position entails, 
contact Diane Tye. In 2015, 
LuAnne Roth stepped down as 
senior convener. Katrina Wynn 
moved into the role of senior 
convener, and Lacey Cornell 
(FoodCorps) moved from 
secretary to junior convener. The 
Foodways Section conveners 
primarily communicate with 
section members via the AFS 
online group. Section members 
tend to communicate with 
each other primarily via email. 
Katrina Wynn has volunteered 
to be webmaster and make 
the section’s webpages more 
functional for the members, with 
plans for syllabus sharing, links 
to online research, a foodways 
bibliography, upcoming prizes, 
listing of past prize winners, 
deadlines, and foodways 
conference dates. In 2015, 
the Foodways Section had 88 
registered members. 

Graduate 
Students
Conveners: Dominick Tartaglia 
(Indiana University),  
Jess Fivecoate (Indiana 
University) 

At the AFS 2015 Annual Meeting, 
the Graduate Student Section 
hosted a meet and greet at a local 
restaurant attended by 25-30 
graduate students. The section’s 
annual business meeting also 
took place at the AFS meeting, 
with around 20 members in 

attendance. Eleanor Hasken 
(Western Kentucky University) 
was named co-convener, 
replacing Dominick Tartaglia.

The section usually 
communicates through its 
Facebook group; the group had 
almost 70 members at the end 
of the year, and new members 
are welcome to join. In 2015, the 
Graduate Student Section had 78 
registered members. 

History and 
Folklore
Convener: Simon J. Bronner 
(Penn State Harrisburg)

The History and Folklore 
Section published volume 31 
(2014) of The Folklore Historian. 
The volume included papers 
from the observance of the 
American Folklore Society’s 125th 
anniversary with papers by 
Dan Ben-Amos, Anthony Bucitelli, 
Simon J. Bronner, and Jill Terry 
Rudy. 

At the section’s business meeting 
in Long Beach, California, the 
members voted to change the 
criteria for the Richard Reuss Prize 
to “an outstanding contribution 
by a student on either historical 
approaches to the study of 
folklore or the history of folklore 
studies.” In 2016, being an even 
numbered year, the section will 
make a call for submissions for 
its Wayland Hand Prize for the 
best book combining history and 

folklore methods and topics. In 
2015, the section communicated 
primarily through its Facebook 
group, which has 360 members. 
The History and Folklore Section 
had 84 registered members. 

Independent 
Folklorists’
Conveners: Andrea Graham 
(University of Wyoming),  
Lucy Long (Center for Food and 
Culture)

The Independent Folklorists’ 
Section added a second travel 
award this year for folklorists 
working independently. 
In addition to the award co-
sponsored with the Public 
Programs Section, which was 
awarded to María Angélica 
Rodríguez, the group cooperated 
with the Women’s Section 
to establish a new Women’s 
Independent Folklorist’s Travel 
Award; the first recipient of the 
new award was Joan Saverino. A 
special thanks to both sections 
for their financial support of these 
awards, which make it possible 
for self-employed folklorists to 
attend and participate in the 
meeting. 

The section sponsored or  
co-sponsored several sessions 
at the annual meeting and 
is working on organizing a 
professional development 
session in 2016. Joan Saverino 
was elected as the incoming 
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junior co-convener, joining senior 
co-convener Lucy Long. The 
section uses its AFS online group 
to communicate.  In 2015, the 
Independent Folklorists’ Section 
had 94 registered members. 

Jewish Folklore 
and Ethnology
Convener: Simon J. Bronner 
(Penn State Harrisburg)

In 2015, the Jewish Folklore and 
Ethnology Section continued 
to work on the Jewish Cultural 
Studies Series. The contents 
of volume 5 in the series have 
been submitted to the publisher. 
Titled Motherhood in the Jewish 
Cultural Imagination and edited 
by Jane Kanarek, Marjorie 
Lehman, and Simon J. Bronner, 
the monograph is projected to 
be 432 pages. Other planned 
volumes are number 6, titled 
Connected Jews on Mediated 
Jewish Cultural Expressions from 
Print to the Internet, number 7 
on Jewish cultural heritage and 
tourism studies, and number 8 
on Jewish folk spirituality. Ideally, 
these will be spaced apart so that 
their publication will be one in 
each year after the publication of 
volume five.  The section uses a 
Yahoo! Group of 338 members to 
communicate. In 2015, the Jewish 
Folklore and Ethnology Section 
had 45 registered members. 

Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, 
Transgender, and 
Queer Allies 
Convener: Cory W. Thorne 
(Memorial University of 
Newfoundland) 

No report submitted. In 2015, the 
Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender 
Queer and Allies Section had 34 
registered members. 

Medieval and 
Early Modern 
Folklore
Conveners: Kerry Kaleba (George 
Mason University)

This year, the Medieval and 
Early Modern Folklore Section 
sponsored an engaging panel 
entitled “When Spiritual Need 
Meets Secular Lore in the Middle 
Ages and Early Modern Period”  
at the 2015 AFS annual meeting. 
At the business meeting, which 
was attended by about 10 people, 
the group proposed several panel 
ideas for the upcoming 2016 
meeting, including marking the 
occasion of the 400th anniversary 
of Shakespeare’s death, and 
medieval narratives.  

Judith Lanzendorfer (University of 
Findlay) was named co-convener 
for 2016. The section uses its AFS 
online group to communicate 
and continues to maintain a 
Facebook group of nine members 
for general discussion. In 2015, 
the Medieval and Early Modern 
Folklore Section had 74 registered 
members. 

Mediterranean 
Studies
Conveners: Incoronata Inserra 
(University of Hawai‘i, Mānoa), 
Meltem Turkoz (Işik University)

The Mediterranean Section 
sponsored two panels and 
organized its biannual silent 
auction at the annual meeting 
in Long Beach. Section member 
Joseph Sciorra’s “Author Meets 
Critics” panel was sponsored 
by the Folk Belief and Religious 
Folklife Section. A panel on 
Mediterranean foodways was also 
co-sponsored by the Foodways 
Section.  While all the panels 
were well attended, the section 
was less satisfied with the silent 
auction and debated whether 
it is worth organizing it, since 
the time spent (wo)manning 
the table conflicts with valuable 
panel/meeting/catching up time. 
At its annual section business 
meeting, the the Mediterranean 
Section held an olive oil tasting 
and discussed how to collaborate 
with other sections for events 
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that acknowledge and raise 
awareness of the Mediterranean 
as a sea of tragedies. The section 
is considering sponsoring 
two panels on that topic at 
the upcoming meeting. The 
section also welcomed 
Yeliz Çavuş, a PhD student at 
The Ohio State University as the 
convener-in-training.  The 
section communicates through 
its listserv. Members can join by 
emailing the conveners, Meltem 
Turkoz or Yeliz Çavuş. In 2015, the 
Mediterranean Section had 43 
registered members. 

Music and Song
Conveners: Margaret Steiner 
(Indiana University),  
Stephen D. Winick  
(American Folklife Center)

No report submitted.  
In 2015, the Music and Song 
Section had 85 registered 
members.

New Directions 
in Folklore
Conveners: Nicholas Hartmann 
(University of Arizona and 
Memorial University of 
Newfoundland),  
John Price (Penn State 
Harrisburg)

New Directions in Folklore (NDiF) 
membership continues to grow 
at a fast pace and in 2016 the 

section looks forward to more of 
the same. David Puglia remains 
editor of the section’s journal, 
New Directions in Folklore, and 
Andrew Peck (University of 
Wisconsin, Madison) was elected 
to serve as co-convener with and 
John Price for 2016. 

Join the AFS online group for 
news, and follow NDiF on Twitter 
and Facebook to stay up to date 
with the evolution of folklore and 
NDiF! In 2015, New Directions 
in Folklore had 74 registered 
members. 

Nordic-Baltic 
Folklore
Conveners: B. Marcus 
Cederström (University of 
Wisconsin, Madison),  
James P. Leary (University of 
Wisconsin, Madison)

At the 2015 annual meeting, the 
Nordic-Baltic Section did not 
sponsor any panels. Instead, it 
curated a “Nordic-Baltic Section 
Guide to AFS 2015” of panels 
and presentations of interest for 
its members. The section plans 
to sponsor panels and provide 
another guide for the 2016 
meeting. At the section business 
meeting, attended by about 10 
people, the section selected  
B. Marcus Cederström as junior
convener for 2016.

The Nordic-Baltic Section 
awards the Boreal Prize for 
an outstanding article-length 

student essay on a folklore topic 
having to do with Northern 
Europe and/or the diasporas of its 
various peoples.

 The 2015 prize went to Amber 
Rose (University of Wisconsin, 
Madison) for “The Legend 
of the Witch in Scandinavia: 
Confessionalism, Gender, and 
Mediating Culture.”  The section 
encourages anyone interested in 
submitting to read more about 
the submission process on the 
Nordic-Baltic Section page. 

The section primarily 
communicates through its AFS 
online group and its Facebook 
group, which has 140 members. 
Anyone interested in section-
related discussion topics may 
join. 

In 2015, the Nordic-Baltic Section 
had 40 registered members

Politics,  
Folklore, and 
Social Justice 
Convener:  
Meredith Martin-Moats 
(independent)

No report submitted. Meredith 
Martin-Moats stepped down 
as convener after four years of 
service.

In 2015, the Politics, Folklore and 
Social Justice Section had 130 
registered members.
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Public Programs
Convener: Guha Shankar 
(American Folklife Center)

The Public Programs Section 
supported the work of a 
number of section committees, 
particularly related to funding/
award requests and preparing 
for section-sponsored events at 
the 2015 AFS Annual Meeting. 
Approximately 80 people 
attended the section business 
meeting, which was immediately 
followed by the section’s 
mixer for students and young 
professionals. Following the 
mixer, the ever-popular biennial 
auction—an event that raises 
money for section activities—
took place. 

The Advocacy Public Programs 
Committee, chaired by Susan 
Eleuterio (independent), used 
responses from the Folklore and 
Advocacy Teach-In at the 2014 
meeting to make changes to the 
draft advocacy tool kit, including 
adding case studies and graphics, 
and creating both downloadable 
and online versions. Meghan 
McGrath, a student at Indiana 
University, made the changes, 
which were shared at the Public 
Programs Section meeting. 
The online version will contain 
a members-only forum so AFS 
members can ask for assistance 
and discuss advocacy issues with 
each other. 

The 2015 Archie Green Student 
Travel Award Committee, 
chaired by Thomas G. Richardson 

(independent), selected three 
recipients to receive $500 
stipends each to attend the 
AFS conference. Amber Dodge 
(Goucher College) works with 
Amy Skillman on refugee craft 
initiatives throughout the United 
States. Ian Hallagan (Texas A&M) 
was drawn to public folklore by 
the interactions he witnessed 
at the Smithsonian Folklife 
Festival at Texas Folklife’s “Main 
Squeeze” events. Undergraduate 
Marisa Wieneke (The Ohio State 
University) gained an interest in 
public folklore while participating 
in OSU’s Irish Archeology Field 
School. They will also receive a 
complimentary copy of Archie 
Green’s seminal publication, 
Torching the Fink Books and Other 
Essays on Vernacular Culture 
(2001). The 2015 Botkin Award 
Committee, chaired by Nancy 
Groce (American Folklife Center), 
awarded the prize to Maida 
Owens (Louisiana Division of the 
Arts) for her lifetime achievement 
in public folklore.

The Public Programs Section 
funded the 2015 Independent 
Folklorists Travel Award, which 
carries a $750 stipend that allows 
an independent folklorist to 
attend the annual meeting with 
most costs covered. This increases 
diversity at the conference and 
gives freelance public folklorists 
a voice in the society, and a place 
to share their work. This year’s 
recipient was María Angélica 
Rodríguez of Rockville, MD, 
who presented a film, “La Vieja 
Guardia: Roots of a Unique Salsa 

Dancing Style in Cali, Colombia,” 
at the 2015 meeting. 

The 2015 Public Programs Section 
Program Committee planned 
the business meeting, mixer 
and auction, and solicited and 
sponsored a strong and diverse 
slate of panels:  “The American 
Folklife Center’s Field Surveys: 
Reconsidering Two Decades 
of Cultural Documentation 
Research,” “Planning and 
Implementing Folklife Surveys,” 
“FisherPoets and Folklorists: 
A Symbiotic Relationship,” 
“Folklore and Social Services: 
Thoughts from the Workshop, 
the Gallery, and the Living Room 
Floor,” “Potential Encounters: 
The Contributions of Public 
Folklore Theory and Practice to 
the Movement for a More Critical 
Heritage Studies,” and “Ola Belle 
Reed and Southern Mountain 
Music on the Mason-Dixon Line.”

In summer 2015, Cliff Murphy 
notified AFS that he was unable 
to serve as co-convener of 
the section, due to his recent 
appointment as director of 
folk and traditional arts at the 
National Endowment for the Arts; 
the agency’s rules for officials 
prohibits such external duties. 
Andrea Graham (University of 
Wyoming) graciously agreed 
to serve as co-convener to help 
facilitate the 2015 meeting. 
Selina Morales (Philadelphia 
Folklore Project) and Thomas 
G. Richardson (independent)
were selected as co-conveners
for 2016, after Guha Shankar
steps down. The Public Programs
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Section communicates almost 
exclusively via email and also 
through the AFS online group, 
which reaches all members in the 
section. On occasion, the section 
reposts messages to Publore. 
In 2015, the section had 157 
registered members. 

Socialist and 
Post-Socialist 
Area Studies
Conveners: Erik A. Aasland (Biola 
University), Elo-Hanna Seljamaa 
(University of Tartu)

No report submitted. In 2015, the 
Socialist and Post-Socialist Area 
Studies Section had 41 registered 
members.

Storytelling
Conveners: Milbre Burch  
(Kind Crone Productions),  
Joseph Sobol (East Tennessee 
State University)

At the 2015 AFS Annual Meeting, 
the Storytelling Section co-
sponsored an open mic with the 
Folklore and Creative Writing 
Section at which participants 
were invited to bring and share 
six minutes worth of material. 
About 12 people came and 
about 8 shared their work during 
the event on Thursday evening.

The Storytelling Section also 
co-sponsored a panel with 

the Folklore and Creative 
Writing Section, “Performances 
and After-Words: Poets and 
Storytellers on Research, the 
Creative Process and Beyond.” 
Participants included Peggy 
Yocom, Susan Tichy, Milbre Burch 
and Joseph Sobol. 

The Storytelling Section co-
sponsored the 2015 Dan 
Crowley Memorial Concert with 
the Women’s Section, titled 
“Crone-ology: The Crones Tell 
Almost All” and described as: 
“Outrageous! Esoteric! Racy! 
Inexorable! Exuberant! However 
you describe them, the croning 
rituals performed over the years 
by the AFS Women’s Section to 
welcome female folklorists to 
elder status embody some of the 
Society’s most unusual traditions. 
In this gleeful retrospective, 
crones, croners, and cronettes 
presented some utterly 
memorable croning moments 
and artifacts.” Around 25 tickets 
were purchased ahead of time 
and more were sold at the door. 
The event raised $880, which 
was divided equally between 
the Women’s Section and the 
Storytelling Section.  

The Storytelling Section held 
its annual section business 
meeting, which was attended 
by three people. The section 
communicates with their 
members via a listserv. New 
members may join the listserv 
by contacting Jo Radner. In 2015, 
the Storytelling Section had 46 
registered members. 

Transnational 
Asia/Pacific
Conveners: Levi S. Gibbs 
(Dartmouth College)  
Semontee Mitra (Penn State 
Harrisburg)

The Transnational Asia/Pacific 
Section met at the 2015 AFS 
Annual Meeting, where the 
following activities for the year 
were discussed:

1. The section elected a new
junior convener (2015-17), Yuko
Nakamura, who will work with
the senior convener, Levi S. Gibbs
(elected in 2014) on section
business. Nakamura is a PhD
candidate in architecture (with
minors in folklore studies and
environmental history) in the
Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures
Program at the University of
Wisconsin, Milwaukee.

2. The recipient of the Jonathan
T. Y. Yeh Award for Student
Scholarship this year was Kati
Fitzgerald (The Ohio State
University), whose work focuses
on Tibetan opera (lhamo) as
it is performed in and outside
the Tibet Autonomous Region.
During the section meeting,
Fitzgerald presented her prize-
winning paper, “Nangsa Ohbum
and Lama Shakya Gyaltsen as
Manifestations of Chakrasamvara
and Vajravarahi,” which was
enthusiastically received and
led to spirited discussion among
section members. The Jonathan
T. Y. Yeh Award, sponsored by
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Dr. Nora Yeh, aims to foster 
and promote graduate and 
undergraduate students in the 
early stages of their careers, 
encourage advanced scholarly 
research and publication on 
Asian and/or Asian American 
folklore subjects, and support 
young scholars who want to 
participate more actively in the 
American Folklore Society. 

3. The members at the section
meeting discussed ways
to improve the section’s
appearance on the AFS website.
The section’s hope is to upload a
compilation of section members’ 
research profiles with photos;
a version of the document was
emailed to members as a pdf.

4. The section will continue to
sponsor Asian-related panels
at the annual meeting and will
work with section members
and AFS to host international
visitors. The past few years have
seen an increase in international
participation at AFS due to the
organization’s increased efforts
to engage international scholars.
The section’s members will
continue to work with AFS to
foster this scholarly exchange.
These efforts rely on the travel
funding offered by AFS for
international attendees.

The section uses its AFS 
online group and a listserv to 
communicate with its members. 
In 2015, the Transnational Asia/
Pacific Section had 67 registered 
members.

Women
Conveners: Kerry Kaleba  
(George Mason University), 
Theresa A. Vaughan (University 
of Central Oklahoma)

This past year, the Women’s 
Section gave out three awards: 
the Elli Köngäs-Maranda Prize 
(both a professional and student 
prize), the Polly Stewart Student 
Travel Award (two prizes, first 
and second place), and a travel 
award that was co-sponsored 
with the Independent Folklorists’ 
Section. In 2015, the section also 
co-sponsored the Dan Crowley 
Concert, “Crone-ology.” 

The section voted to donate 
the Women’s Section Quilt to 
Michigan State University to 
be kept in their museum. Ruth 
Olson (University of Wisconsin) 
was named co-convener for 
2016, after Theresa Vaughan 
stepped down. The section 
communicates with its members 
in three ways: its annual 
business meeting at the AFS 
annual meeting, its AFS online 
group, and a listserv. In 2015, 
the Women’s Section had 167 
registered members. 
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American Folklife Center, 
Library of Congress

Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation

China Folklore Society

The Ford Foundation

Guangxi Nationalities 
Museum

Guizhou Nationalities 
Museum

Indiana University:  
College of Arts and Sciences, 
Department of Folklore and 
Ethnomusicology, and  
IU Bloomington Library

Indiana University Press

Inner Mongolia Normal 
University

Institute of Chinese 
Intangible Cultural Heritage, 
Sun Yat-Sen University

AFS is grateful to the following organizations and individuals for their generous support, without 
which the society’s 2015 activities would not have been possible.

Partners  
and Sponsors
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Local Learning:  
The National Network for 
Folk Arts in Education

The Henry Luce Foundation

Mathers Museum of  World 
Cultures, Indiana University

Michigan State University 
Museum

Museum of International 
Folk Art

The National Endowment  
for the Arts

The National Endowment  
for the Humanities

Nora Yeh

The Ohio State University 
Center for Folklore Studies 

Oral History Association

Sun Yat-Sen University, 
Institute for Chinese 
Intangible Cultural 
Heritage

University of Illinois Press

University Press of 
Mississippi

University of Wisconsin 
Press

Veterans History Project, 
Library of Congress

Yunnan Nationalities 
Museum

36



The AFS Executive Board and staff would like to thank the following members for 
their financial support and their belief in the society’s mission. Contact executive 
director Timothy Lloyd to discuss making a gift to AFS.

Roger D. Abrahams

Peter Bartis

Jane Beck

Dan Ben-Amos

Jan and Judy Brunvand

Peggy A. Bulger

Ray and Lorraine Walsh 
Cashman

William M. Clements

John Dorst

Susan Eleuterio

Janet Gilmore and  
James P. Leary

Diane E. Goldstein

Rochelle J. Goldstein

Joseph P. Goodwin

Lee Haring

Elissa R. Henken

Joyce A. Ice

Bill Ivey

Michael Owen Jones

Rosan A. Jordan  
and Frank de Caro

Barbara Kirshenblatt-
Gimblett

Elaine J. Lawless  
and Sandy Rikoon

Carl Lindahl

Barbara and  
Timothy Lloyd

Marsha MacDowell and  
C. Kurt Dewhurst

Kate Grow McCormic

Judith McCulloh

Wolfgang and  
Barbara Mieder

Gifts and pledges to the AFS Endowment Fund are invested to generate income 
supporting the society’s future activities.
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Margaret A. Mills

Patrick B. Mullen

Dorothy Noyes

Elliott Oring

Maida Owens

Beverly B. and  
Daniel W. Patterson

Jo Radner

Susan Roach

Aimeé Schmidt

Daniel Sheehy

Laurie Sommers

Polly Stewart

Elaine Thatcher

Kay Turner

Patricia A. Turner

Margaret R. Yocom

Steve Zeitlin

Rosemary Lévy Zumwalt 
and Isaac Jack Lévy 

Gifts to the AFS Sustainers’ Fund are used to support the society’s present activities.

Barbara Annan

Patricia Atkinson

Cristina Bacchilega

Charles Baker-Clark 

Robert Baron

Peter T. Bartis

Brenda Beck

Harris M. Berger

Barry and Jean Bergey

Joyce M. Bishop

Paddy Bowman

Simon J. Bronner

John Burrison

Lorraine Wash Cashman 
and Ray Cashman

B. Marcus Cederström

William M. Clements

Susan G. Davis

James R. Dow

Lisa Duskin-Goede

Susan Eleuterio

William Ellis

Hasan El-Shamy

Michael R. Evans

Deborah Fant

Ann K. Ferrell and  
Brent Björkman

Elizabeth Fine

Marcia Gaudet

Janet Gilmore and  
James P. Leary

Alan Govenar

Andrea Graham

Gary Gugelchuk
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Gregory Hansen

Lee Haring

Anne F. Hatch

Sarah Hatcher

Elissa R. Henken

Jo Farb Hernandez

Joseph Hickerson

Susan Hollis

Maggie Holtzberg

Bill Ivey

Jason Baird Jackson

Rosan A. Jordan  
and Frank deCaro

Andrew Kolovos

Barbara and  
Timothy Lloyd

Jiang Lu

Suzanne MacAulay

Marsha MacDowell and  
C. Kurt Dewhurst

Margaret Magat

Sabina Magliocco

Kathleen E. B. Manley

Sarah McCartt-Jackson

John H. McDowell

Nancy C. McEntire

Gwendolyn Meister

Wolfgang Mieder

Justin Nolan

Dorothy Noyes

Bonnie and Mal O’Connor

Maida Owens

John Price

Anne Pryor

Bhupen Rabha

Thomas Rankin

Neil V. Rosenberg

Ian Russell

Rachelle H. Saltzman

Aimée Schmidt

Guha Shankar

Daniel Sheehy

Pravina Shukla  
and Henry Glassie

Carol Silverman

Amy E. Skillman

Lynne Swanson

Jacqueline S. Thursby

Kay Turner

Diane I. Tye

Theresa A. Vaughan

Thomas U. Walker

Carolyn E. Ware

Sabra Webber

Alina Webber

Marilyn M. White

Michael Ann Williams

Anna Lomax Wood 
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Executive Board
President (2014–15) 
Michael Ann Williams  
(Western Kentucky University)

President-Elect 
Kay Turner  
(New York University)

Board Members
Brent Björkman  
(Kentucky Folklife Program, 
Western Kentucky University)

Norma E. Cantú  
(University of Missouri,  
Kansas City)

Maria Carmen Gambliel  
(Idaho Commission  
on the Arts, retired)

Lisa Gilman  
(University of Oregon)

Maggie Holtzberg 
(Massachusetts Cultural  
Council)

Margaret Kruesi  
(American Folklife Center)

Pravina Shukla  
(Indiana University)

Jeff Todd Titon  
(Brown University, emeritus)

Diane I. Tye  
(Memorial University of 
Newfoundland)

Carolyn E. Ware  
(Louisiana State University) 

2013-2015 Terms
Björkman 
Gambliel 
Shukla 
Ware

2014-2016 Terms
Holtzberg 
Kruesi 
Tye

2015-2017 Terms
Cantú 
Gilman 
Titon 

Staff
Executive Director 
Timothy Lloyd

Associate Director  
Lorraine Walsh Cashman

Membership Director  
Paulina Guerrero

Graduate Assistant 
Shannon Larson  
(Indiana University)
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The AFS Executive Board at the 2015 Annual Meeting in Long Beach. Front 
row, L to R: Carolyn Ware, Diane Tye, Kay Turner, Michael Ann Williams, 
Maggie Holtzberg, Pravina Shukla. Back row L to R: Lisa Gilman, Jeff Todd 
Titon, Brent Björkman, Norma Cantú, Tim Lloyd, Margaret Kruesi. 
Photo by Chad Buterbaugh.
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Cultural Diversity 
Committee
Chair
David Todd Lawrence  
(University of St Thomas) 

Wanda G. Addison  
(National University)

Norma E. Cantú  
(University of Missouri, Kansas City) 

Nadia De Leon  
(Stanford University)

Rachel V. Gonzalez-Martin  
(The University of Texas)

Deborah Kodish  
(independent)

Kay Turner  
(New York University) 

Membership Committee
Chair
Margaret R. Yocom  
(George Mason University, emerita) 

Ray Cashman  
(The Ohio State University)

Timothy H. Evans  
(Western Kentucky University)

Lisa Gabbert  
(Utah State University)

Ruth Olson  
(University of Wisconsin, Madison)

Patricia Sawin  
(University of North Carolina,  
Chapel Hill)

Daniel Wojcik  
(University of Oregon)

Nominating Committee
Chair
Laura Marcus Green  
(independent) 

Selina Morales  
(Philadelphia Folklore Project)

Joseph Sciorra  
(Queens College) 

Pravina Shukla  
(Indiana University)

Publications Committee
Chair
Debra Lattanzi Shutika  
(George Mason University) 

Anthony Bak Buccitelli  
(Penn State Harrisburg)

Danille Christensen  
(The Ohio State University)

Amber Ridington  
(independent and Memorial 
University of Newfoundland)

Committee on 
International Issues  
(ad hoc)
Chair
Michael Dylan Foster  
(Indiana University) 

Katherine Borland  
(The Ohio State University)

Lisa Gilman  
(University of Oregon) 

Valdimar Tr. Hafstein  
(University of Iceland)

Development Committee 
(ad hoc)
Chair
Diane E. Goldstein  
(Indiana University) 

C. Kurt Dewhurst  
(Michigan State University)

Bill Ivey  
(Global Cultural Strategies)

Wolfgang Mieder  
(University of Vermont)

Maida Owens  
(Louisiana Division of the Arts)

Patricia A. Turner  
(University of California,  
Los Angeles)

Rosemary Lévy Zumwalt  
(Agnes Scott College, emerita)

Mentoring Program 
Committee (ad hoc)
Chair 
Carolyn E. Ware  
(Louisiana State University) 

Lisa Gilman  
(University of Oregon)

Maggie Holtzberg  
(Massachusetts Cultural Council)

Solimar Otero  
(Louisiana State University)

Diane I. Tye  
(Memorial University of 
Newfoundland)
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AFS Ethnographic 
Thesaurus 
Editorial Committee
Catherine H. Kerst  
(American Folklife Center) 
Margaret Kruesi  
(American Folklife Center)
Nicole Saylor  
(American Folklife Center)

AFS Review and afsnet.org
Editor 
Lorraine Walsh Cashman  
(American Folklore Society)

Children’s Folklore Review
Editor
Trevor J. Blank  
(State University of New York, 
Potsdam)

Digest
Editors
Michael Lange  
(Champlain College)
Diane I. Tye  
(Memorial University of 
Newfoundland)

The Folklore Historian
Editor
Jill Terry Rudy  
(Brigham Young University)

Jewish Cultural Studies 
Series
Editor
Simon J. Bronner  
(Penn State Harrisburg)

New Directions in  
Folklore
Editor
David J. Puglia  
(Penn State Harrisburg)

American Council of 
Learned Societies
Delegate
Lee Haring  
(Brooklyn College, emeritus)

American Folklore Society 
Archives
Liaison
Randy Williams  
(Utah State University)

Association of Writers and 
Writing Programs
Liaison 
Margaret R. Yocom  
(George Mason University, emerita)

Modern Language 
Association
Liaison
Camilla Mortensen  
(Eugene Weekly)

National Humanities 
Alliance
Representative
Timothy Lloyd  
(American Folklore Society)

National Recording 
Preservation Board
Representative
Burt Feintuch  
(University of New Hampshire)

Open Folklore
Steering Committee
Julianne Bobay  
(Indiana University Libraries)

Jason Baird Jackson  
(Mathers Museum of World Cultures, 
Indiana University)

Moira L. Marsh  
(Indiana University Libraries) 

Garret Montanez  
(Indiana University Libraries) 

Shayna Pekala  
(Indiana University Libraries)

Timothy Lloyd  
(American Folklore Society

Oral History Association
Liaison
Elaine Eff  
(independent)

UNESCO
Representative
Timothy Lloyd  
(American Folklore Society)

World Intellectual  
Property Organization
Representative 
Steven Hatcher  
(Idaho Commission on the Arts)
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Journal of American Folklore
Editor-in-Chief 
Ann K. Ferrell 
(Western Kentucky University)

Co-editor
Erika Brady 
(Western Kentucky University)

Associate Editors
Brent Björkman  
(Kentucky Folklife Program) 

Timothy H. Evans  
(Western Kentucky University)

Kate Parker Horrigan  
(Western Kentucky University)

Michael Ann Williams  
(Western Kentucky University) 

Editorial Assistant
Eleanor Hasken 
(Western Kentucky University)

Editorial Board

Joey Brackner  
(Alabama State Council on the Arts)

James Deutsch  
(Smithsonian Center for Folklife  
and Cultural Heritage)

Valdimar Tr. Hafstein  
(University of Iceland)

Rosemary V. Hathaway  
(West Virginia University)

Barbara Kirschenblatt-Gimblett 
(Museum of History of Polish Jews)

Simon Lichman  
(Centre for Creativity in Education 
and Cultural Heritage, Israel)

Joseph Sciorra  
(Queens College)

Amy E. Skillman  
(Goucher College)

Margaret R. Yocom  
(George Mason University)

Book Review Editors
Joy Fraser  
(George Mason University)

Benjamin Gatling  
(George Mason University)

Debra Lattanzi-Shutika  
(George Mason University) 

Exhibit Review Editor
Carrie Hertz  
(Museum of International Folk Art)

Film Review Editor 
Teresa L. Hollingsworth  
(SouthArts)

Sound Recordings Review Editor
Jim Nelson  
(St Louis Community Collect)

Website Review Editor 
Ian Brodie  
(Cape Breton University) 
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AFS Folklore Collection Database

http://www.folklorecollections.org/[7/14/16, 2:42:22 PM]

SEARCH:

 Get alerted to newly added items by RSS

Folklore archival collections—unpublished multi-format collections of materials created in the feld that
document traditional cultural expressions and knowledge—comprise one of our nation’s most valuable cultural
resources, but scholars, public humanists, teachers, students, and community members can access these
materials only with diffculty. The National Folklife Archives Initiative (NFAI), a project of the American Folklore
Society, is a national effort to make the intellectual content of these collections more widely accessible.

This database, one of several efforts now being undertaken by the NFAI team, is an open-access online resource
providing searchable information about folklore archival collections held by folklore programs at academic
institutions, community-based cultural and ethnic organizations, non-proft organizations, and state government-
based arts and cultural agencies in the United States, and about the organizations (we call them repositories) that
maintain those collections. It contains general information from a national survey of folklore archival repositories
and collections, and more specifc information, provided by the staffs of some of those repositories, about their
specifc folklore archival collections. It will grow over the years, as we--and folklore archivists across the country-
-add information on more repositories and collections.

The Humanities Collections and Reference Resources program of the National Endowment for the Humanities'
Division of Preservation and Access has provided support for the NFAI project.
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