
Folk Arts 101: 
State Folk Arts Programs



AGENDA  

1. What the heck are folk arts anyway?  A run-through – 
Annie Hatch

2. Where we’re from and where we are now - Components 
of Folk Arts Programs in State Arts Agencies – Sally Van de 
Water

3. Meet the Artist: Impact of SAA programs with Starr Chief 
Eagle



Make something with your 
piece of paper while 

Annie talks

No writing. No drawing. Paper only.



WHAT IS FOLK ARTS 
TRADITIONAL ARTS 

FOLKLIFE

CAN THERE BE A QUICK RESPONSE?



THE WORDS

FOLK – people/groups of 
people that have something in 
common.
LIFE – activities done every day
ARTS – creative expressions
FOLKLIFE/FOLK ARTS
The creative expressions made 
by artists that reinforce shared 
cultural belief, values and 
practices.
OR TRADITIONAL ARTS?



PAPER ARTS - Ice Breaker

Hold up your paper art and introduce 
yourself! Where are you from?

In the chat: please share your 
organization, how long you have been in 
the position, and what inspired you to 
come today.





SHARED 
COMMUNITY

●Ethnic heritage

●Cultural mores

●Language

●Religion

●Occupation

●Geographic region



CROSSES ARTISTIC GENRES music, dance, crafts, and 
oral expression



LEARNED

●Demonstration

●Conversation

●Practice

●Imitation



ENDURE

Passed on through 
generations



ROOTED IN COMMUNITY, OR 
FAMILY CULTURAL LIFE

Reflective of the 
cultural life of a 
community.



PERSIST

●Constantly 
reinvigorated



RESIST

Constantly 
reimagined



HISTORY OF WHAT WE 
DO and program options





TELL A STORY ABOUT YOUR WORK

The best explanation is a personal story that draws an audience in 
and creates a space for questions. 



•IDENTIFY
•Fieldwork Documentation

•SUPPORT
•Apprenticeship Grants
•Project Grants
•Professional Services
•Community Scholar 
Programs

•PRESENT
•Exhibits
•Publications
•Websites
•Podcasts
•Social Media
•Documentaries



GRANTS & SERVICES

●Apprenticeship Grants

�Master and Apprentice apply together

� 100 instruction hours over 6 months to one year

�Grant Review Criteria

� Traditional Art 

� Quality of the Artists

� Share Cultural Heritage

� Reasonable Work Plan

� Commitment to Continue





PRODUCTS OF OUR WORK

●Fieldwork
○ Recordings

○ Images

○ Fieldnotes

○ Collected materials

○ Objects

○ Ephemera

○ Release Forms

○ Donated items

○ Miscelania

○ Program documents

○ Mail lists



Thank you! 
Have fun with it!




